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Abram G. Eckerson Housge
Chestnut Ridge Road
Kontvale, Bergen County, New Jersey

Owner: Mr. John G. Foxlee

Date of Erection: East end of stone portlon 1796
woest end of stone portion 1799
second story added to the west
end 1890

Architsect;

Bullder: Abrem G. Eckerson

. Pregent Condition: Good
Number of Ztorles: Two

Materiale of Construction: Foundatlon - sandstone

Exterlor walls - dressed
red sandstone

Interior walls - plaster on
atone., The frame is 4x4
oak studs 2 feet on center
f1lled hetwesn with stone
laid in mud, plasztered bhoth
aldes

Inaide brick chimneys
Roof - piteh
Historical Data:
The progenitor of the Eckerson or Ackerson

‘family in America was John Thomaszen, the son of a
_Swedish soldier and a Dutch mother, born in Holland
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in 1640 who casme to Americs in 1665. It appears thet
the children of this man adopted the surname Eckse
whlich passed through different varistions until it
arrived at Eckerson or Ackerson. It was a son of

John, Cornelius, who in 1718 with his wife and children
came to 0ld Tappan in Bergen County.

The builder of this house, Abram G., was of
the sixth generation,born in 1770. He erected the
originsl part of this house, a small story and a half
structure, in 1796. The house stood within a few feet
of what was then the direct route to Albany by way of
Haverstraw and Newburgh. At the time Abram built this
section of the country was known as 01d Tappan and had
ag 1ts county seat New City, New York. Later on when
the final boundary survey was made in 1874, this house
was just a few yards away from the boundary in New
Jersey. The early deeds and records are supposged to
bhe at Albany.

When Abram Eckerson married Catherine Smith
in 1799, he added the wing to the west side of the
original dwelling. When Eckerson died in 1847, this
house was taken over by the Demarest family. They had
possegsion of the farm untlil 1875, There has heen
gseveral owners betwesn their occupancy and 1ts purchase
by the present owner in 1910,
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